University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

6-22-2001

UM Center hosts Lewis and Clark Institute
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM Center hosts Lewis and Clark
Institute" (2001). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 17378.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/17378

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of

'J

U N IV E R S ITY RELA TIO N S

f Montana
• MISSO ULA, M T 59812

• 406-243-2522

• FAX: 4 0 6 -2 43 -4 52 0

June 22, 2001
NOTE TO EDITORS, NEWS DIRECTORS: If you would like to send staff members to cover
the institute or accompany the field trips, contact Lauren Mackay at 243-6703.
Contact: Alex Philp, director, National Lewis and Clark Education Center, (406) 243-6469.
aphilp@eoscenter.com; or Lauren Mackay, communication director, EOS Education Project, (406)
243-6703, lmackay@eoscenter.com.
UM CENTER HOSTS LEW IS AND CLARK INSTITUTE
M ISSO U L A ----Educators from across the country will study Lewis and Clark’s epic journey using
satellites, computers and field trips during a unique instimte June 24-29 at The University of
Montana.
The Lewis and Clark Summer Institute, partially funded by the National Geographic
Society, allows K-12 teachers to delve into the cultural and ecological changes that have
occurred in the past 200 years along the Corp of Discovery route. Participants will study the
Lewis and Clark Trail using advanced technologies such as geographic information systems and
global positioning systems — new tools that can be incorporated into everyday classrooms.
The institute was organized by the National Lewis and Clark Education Center, which
was formed at UM last year to help teachers augment their Lewis and Clark instruction through
the use of satellite imagery, multimedia tools and more.
“We now have a lot of satellite imagery of different parts of the Lewis and Clark Trail,”
said Alex Philp, the center director. “When teachers come to one of our programs, they walk
away having experienced something they have never seen before. This is something that they can
take back with them and get their kids excited.”
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Philp said this is the education center’s second Lewis and Clark institute. One held last
August was attended by 23 teachers, and about the same number will participate this time
around. With the 2003-2006 bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark expedition approaching fast,
center personnel hope to host two or three institutes each summer. Another institute already is
planned for Aug. 5-10.
“We get the teachers on computers where they do some real hands-on things, following
along with me and other member of the staff,” Philp said. “Our core mission is to help teachers
understand technologies, help them work with data sets derived from satellites and help them
understand change over tim e.”
The National Geographic Society, always interested in promoting geography education,
has funded 16 scholarships worth $1,400 each for educators attending the institute. Philp said his
organization also uses federal dollars to defray the costs for teachers who aren’t part of the NGS
contingent.
He said the summer institutes expose teachers to leading Lewis and Clark scholars.
During this institute, for example, a field trip on Thursday, June 28, will be led by Bob
Bergantino of UM ’s Montana Tech in Butte, a faculty member and “mapping guru” who has
tried to pinpoint the exact locations of Lewis and Clark camps in Montana.
The field trip departs from UM at 8 a.m. and will stop at several probable campsite
locations along the Blackfoot River before crossing Rogers Pass and visiting the Sun River
watershed. Teachers will arrive at the Lewis and Clark Historic Trail and Interpretive Center in
Great Falls at 5:30 p.m ., where they hear a lecture from John Logan Allen, a preeminent scholar
on the geography and cartography of the Lewis and Clark period.
The Lewis and Clark Education Center is run by UM’s Earth Observing System
-more-
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Education Project, a NASA-funded organization that disseminates Earth science imagery and
curricula to the global educational community — especially information about NASA’s Earth
Observing System, a flotilla of satellites now being launched.
For more information about the institute or the EOS Education Project, call Lauren
Mackay at 243-6703.
Schedule of Institute Highlights
(Most campus events are in Todd Building Room 210)

Sunday, June 24 — “Teaching About Lewis and Clark” by Hal Stearns of the Montana
State Bicentennial Commission Education Committee, about 3 p.m.
Monday, June 25 — Small-group exercises using interactive, Web-based technologies,
includes GPS field exercises along the Lewis and Clark Trail, taught by NASA’s Don Scott, 9
a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 p.m. Also, “Lewis and Clark Living History” by Steve Moorehouse of
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, 6 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, June 26 — Field Trip titled “The Lolo Trail: Tracing the Lewis and Clark
Route From Travelers’ Rest to Lochsa Lodge,” from 1 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, June 27 — “Lewis and Clark From Our Perspectives” by Lori Falcon of
the Blackfeet Indian Reservation and Julie Cajune of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes. Also, “Reflections Upon Past Cultural Contact, Dialogue for the Future,” 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 28 — Field trip titled “The Road to the Buffalo Field Trip” by Bob
Bergantino, departs UM at 8 a.m. and arrives in Great Falls at 5:30 p.m. Also, a lecture by
scholar John Logan Allen at Great Falls’ Lewis and Clark Historic Trail and Interpretive Center,
5:30 to 7 p.m.
Friday, June 29 — Return field trip to Missoula titled “Up the Missouri, Gates of the
Mountains,” 7 a.m to noon.

m
CBS
Local, Ravalli Republic
EOSinst.rl

